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Dudley Knox Library's Yangtze River Patrol 
collection 
American sailors served in China on the Yangtze River Patrol from 1854-1941, the 
longest riverine patrol operation in U.S. Navy history. Sailors aboard the river gunboats 
protected U.S. commercial interests as merchants began to increase trade with China. 
Sailors on the Yangtze Patrol lived a unique life as young Americans with little world 
experience adapted to the culture and conditions of the river. Several sailors maintained 
photo scrapbooks and journals that offer a glimpse into their ships, service and 
remarkable circumstances. 
 
The Dudley Knox Library Special Collections and Archives holds a one-of-a-kind 
collection of the Yangtze River Patrol and will begin a new showcase of its collection 
this month. Among the items to be presented are century old photos and 
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Future plans call for digitization of several publications, including the only known set of 
the Yangtze River Patroller Newsletter (1976-1995) published by the Yangtze River 
Patrol Association.  The association, which was comprised of former Yangtze sailors, 
donated these materials to NPS prior to disbanding. 
CSUMB Service Learning Intern Elora Morgan has been working on the collection and 
is developing the new exhibit. 
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